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CHEVRON-TEXACO
They might be able to buy their courts
of arbitration but they cannot cover up
the truth, there you will see the
destruction that Chevron caused in the
Amazon. This is the largest or one of
the largest environmental disasters in
the planet’s history.
We will show the world Chevron’s lie,
we will show the world this oil
company’s dirty hand
Rafael Correa
President of the Republic
of Ecuador

IN THE AMAZON:
an environmental crime of nearly 30 years
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“The Dirty Hand of Chevron” campaign:
Ecuador’s response to the attacks from the oil
company

T

he transnational company
Texaco was bought by
Chevron in 2001 and operated
in Ecuador from 1964 until
1990.
It extracted millions of barrels
of oil without applying the
methods agreed upon in the
operating agreement for the
preservation of nature despite
the fact that it patented and
used them in the U.S.
This caused serious
environmental disasters that
were never remediated and
generated irreparable damage
to the residents of an area of
the Ecuadorian Amazon of a
similar size as the territory of
El Salvador.
Being sued by Ecuadorian
citizens from the contaminated
areas and ordered to pay
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compensation, Chevron-Texaco
refuses to recognize its
responsibility.
The oil company has ignored
the judgments rendered against
it and has deployed an
international smear campaign
and has initiated arbitration
proceedings to endorse its
responsibility to the Ecuadorian
State.
Faced with the attacks of the
transnational company, the
Government of the Republic of
Ecuador has decided to launch
an international campaign, “The
Dirty Hand of Chevron”, to
defend itself, and calls upon the
international community and
journalists who seek the truth to
come and find it in Ecuador.

CHEVRON-TEXACO
IN THE AMAZON:

Chevron-Texaco
pollutes to become rich

AN UNMATCHED ECOCIDE
apply outdated techniques in
order to obtain greater
economic benefits.

Chevron is one of the
most polluting
companies on the planet
Today, Chevron continues to
pollute. This private
company is on the very top of
the list of the 90 corporations
responsible for the emission
of two thirds of the
greenhouse gases, causing
global warming. According
to calculations of climate
researcher and author
Richard Heede,
Chevron-Texaco was the
leading emitter of
greenhouse gases among
investor-owned corporations,
causing 3.5% of greenhouse
gas emissions to date.
Chevron pollutes even more
than other larger companies
such as U.S. oil giant Exxon.

Lago Agrio, junk left by
Chevron-Texaco

A deliberate and very
lucrative contamination

Although in the operating
agreement the transnational
company agreed to use the
safest existing technologies
at that time, this never
happened. In Ecuador,
Texaco decided not to use
the patented technology that
greatly reduced the negative
impact of oil and gas
operations, although it was
already using this technology in the United States.
The transnational company
decided to deliberately
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During the years Texaco
was in Ecuador, it drilled
and operated 356 oil wells
and opened at least 1,000
pools in the rain forest,
some even secretly, where
all kind of waste was
dumped, such as crude oil,
water and toxic sludge. The
pollutant content of certain
pools was burned together
with the vegetation in a
radius of 200 meters. This
did not only release toxic
gases into the atmosphere,
water and land, and the
environment and any nearby
living being were also
polluted.
Chevron poured an immeasurable amount of oil and
toxic elements into rivers
and channels. The company
even tried to convince the
people of the Amazon that
the contaminated water
would make them stronger
and that it was rich in
vitamins and minerals,
which caused serious health
damage to many people
who, in good faith, believed
these lies.

Texaco’s sham remediation
In 1995 Texaco signed a
Remedial Action Plan in
which it agreed to clean
only 264 pools of the 1,000
pools identified to date,
which were opened up by
the company. But the U.S.
company did not implement
any effective remediation,
not even in the 162 pools
that it claims to have
cleaned.
Citizen aﬀected by the contamination of Chevron-Texaco in Sucumbíos-Ecuador.

An unprecedented ecocide Alaska of the Exxon Valdez
oil tanker and twice times
in history
worse than the oil spill of the
Prestige that sank off the
In Ecuador,
Chevron-Texaco caused one Spanish coast.
of the worst environmental
More than 2 million hectares
crimes in history. The
of the Ecuadorian Amazon
transnational corporation is
were affected over nearly 30
responsible for spilling no
less than 15.8 billion gallons years of pollution, caused by
(59.9 billion liters) of waste a single company that acted
oil and 28.5 million gallons with impunity, violating the
(108 million liters) of crude basic standards of environoil in the Amazon. A tragedy mental protection, which it
that’s four times worse than now refuses to acknowledge:
Texaco (today Chevron).
the spill off the coast of
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As a “remediation”
technique, the company
concealed hundreds of toxic
waste pools covering them
with topsoil and leaving
them in the same pollutant
state. Today, these pools
continue to pollute water
and soil of the Ecuadorian
Amazon, which can be seen
very well every time it rains
and the pollution appears or
just by digging a few
centimeters.

CHEVRON-TEXACO

SEEKS TO ENDORSE ITS SENTENCE

A landmark trial that
Chevron refuses to acknowledge

TO THE PEOPLE OF ECUADOR

José Medardo Zhingre, habitante de
Shushuﬁndi, afectado por
Chevron-Texaco.

Lago Agrio – water polluted by a “gooseneck-shaped pipe” near a pool of Chevron-Texaco

The Ecuadorian State
never sued Chevron
The transnational corporation
brought the Ecuadorian
State before various
international courts of arbitration in order to endorse its
responsibility to the Ecuadorian State and to evade its
obligation to comply with
the sentence. The most
recent example dates back
to 2009 and is know as the
“Chevron III” case, for which
the company sued the Ecuadorian State in the Permanent Court of Arbitration in
The Hague.

Chevron states that:

Ecuador stated that:

A judgment that Chevron
refuses to acknowledge

1. The sentence of the Ecuadorian courts violates the
Bilateral Investment Treaty
signed between Ecuador and
the U.S.

1. The Court of Arbitration had
no jurisdiction because the
Bilateral Investment Treaty
between Ecuador and the U.S.
was signed in 1993 and
entered into force in 1997 (i.e.
after Texaco's investments in
the country).

Texaco left the country in
1992. In 1993, the people of
the Amazon came together
to demand reparations for
the environmental and
social damage caused by the
U.S. company. They and not
the Ecuadorian government
sued Chevron-Texaco. The
first lawsuit was initiated in
the U.S. in 1993. Texaco
managed to block this
lawsuit for ten years

2. The company is not responsible
for the environmental impact
in the Amazon after its
operations in Ecuador because
it was released from any
responsibility with the 1998
Deed of Settlement.
3. It was PetroEcuador and not
Texaco that contaminated the
area.
Faced with these fallacious
arguments, the defense of
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2. Chevron-Texaco was never
released from its responsibility
towards the affected citizens as
confirmed by the partial award
of the Court on September
17th, 2013.

because it wanted the
Ecuadorian courts to deal
with the case because they
are acquainted with it. In
2002 the U.S. courts
approved the transfer and
Chevron-Texaco agreed to
respect the decision of the
Ecuadorian courts on the
case. Even before the Court
of First Instance
pronounced judgment (in
2011), Chevron said that the
Ecuadorian courts were
corrupt and appealed the
sentence to the National
Court of Justice of Ecuador.
However, the process
continued and the judgment
under appeal obliged
Chevron to pay 9.5 billion
dollars. The transnational
oil company deployed a
dirty war and discredited the
Ecuadorian institutions but,
still, it appeared before the
Constitutional Court by the
end of 2013 (last court they
could turn to in Ecuador)
for the final judgment of the
case in the country.
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Chevron attacks
Ecuador
In its eagerness to endorse its
sentence to Ecuador, Chevron
sued the Ecuadorian State three
times in courts of arbitration.
Chevron I: in 2004, Chevron
sued PETROECUADOR in
New York, claiming the
nonoperating parties of the
Consortium, established in
Ecuador, should indemnify the
operator (Texaco) for any
judgment rendered against it
regarding its operations.
Ecuador won the case.
Chevron II: In 2006, Chevron
sued the Ecuadorian State in
the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague for
breaching the BIT signed in
1993 between the U.S. and
Ecuador and for undue delay of
the Ecuadorian trial. Ecuador
was sentenced to pay 96 million
dollars but requested the
annulment of the award.
Chevron III: In 2009, Chevron
sued the Ecuadorian State in
the Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The Hague for
breaching the BIT signed in
1993 with the U.S., for
breaching the 1998 Deed of
Settlement (which released
Texaco from its responsibilities
to the State), for the responsibility of Petroecuador in the
environmental damage. The
case continues.

CHEVRON-TEXACO’S

SMEAR CAMPAIGN
Today, Chevron is doing
everything in its power to
endorse the fine, that it
was ordered to pay, to the
Ecuadorian State. It
wants the State, i.e. the
Ecuadorian people, to
pay for the environmental
disaster that was caused
by Texaco. It disseminates
daily propaganda spreading that the state company
PetroEcuador is responsible for the environmental damage. Chevron does
not seem to care about the
evidence that was seen
and shown by President
Rafael Correa to the
world. It does not seem to
care that the affected
citizens, witnesses and
victims of the environmental damage sue
Chevron-Texaco and have
never sued PetroEcuador.
It lies shamelessly.
Ricardo Patiño Aroca,

Ecuador’s Foreign Minister,

Event on the Chevron
case at the UN,
New York, 25/09/2013

Chevron’s unethical tactics

Shot of the short ﬁlm “nous ne sommes pas d’accord”

The unethical tactics of
Chevron

Chevron and its lawyers
developed unethical intimidation tactics against the
people or consultants who
have been working with the
plaintiffs from the Ecuadorian Amazon. This was the
case with Stratus Consulting, which was hired by the
plaintiffs, and also worked
for the U.S. government.
The transnational oil
company sent a letter to the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency so that the
consultant would not be
eligible for contracts, and
through this intimidation it
made the consultancy take
back everything it said
about the pollution in the
Ecuadorian Amazon.
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#WeDisagree

Chevron tried to bribe judge
Nicolás Zambrano of the
Provincial Court of Sucumbíos but did not succeed.
Afterwards, judge Zambrano issued the landmark
ruling against the oil
company. It did, however,
manage to “buy” former
judge Alberto Guerra, who
worked at the same Court of
Sucumbíos and was used by
Chevron as key witness in
all proceedings initiated by
the transnational company
despite being a corrupt and
very unreliable person.
Chevron offered Guerra
almost 300,000 dollars in
economic benefits.

#WeDisagree

Chevron’s dirty political
war in the U.S. against
Ecuador

Chevron conducted a dirty
war against Ecuador with
all kinds of tricks to evade
its responsibility for the
contamination in the
Amazon.

In fact, the transnational oil
company spends millions
of dollars every year on a
media and political
campaign against the
Ecuadorian State.
In its blackmailing
attempts, Chevron
constantly lobbied the U.S.
State Department in order
to prevent the tariff
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preferences, that that
country had with Ecuador,
from being renewed. The
transnational oil company
also lobbied the U.S. State
Department in order to
issue critical Human Rights
reports against Ecuador.

THE LIES OF

CHEVRON-TEXACO
Chevron lies saying the Government interfered in
the Ecuadorian trial
Chevron says…: “The
interference of the
Ecuadorian government in the trial
against Chevron has
been obvious”

And the truth is: Listening to
the concerns of the citizens is
a duty of the authorities. But
this does not mean or imply
evidence of interference in the
judiciary. In fact, representatives of previous governments
held eleven official meetings
with representatives of
Chevron. In these interviews
there were present, not one
but two Presidents, a Vice
President, two ministers of
Energy, an Interior minister
and an Attorney. But they
never talked about “interference in the trial”. The double
standard is obvious.

Chevron lies about the environmental damage it caused
Chevron says...: “Texaco
Petroleum Company was
a minority partner
(37.5%) in a joint
venture with CEPE (now
Petroecuador) (62.5%)”

And the truth is: This does not change the
responsibility of Texaco. Within the
consortium, Texaco was solely
responsible for the oil exploitation.
CEPE was not exploiting any wells,
neither was it responsible for the
exploitation of the wells.

Chevron says..: “Any
environmental impact on
the extinct consortium
area is exclusive to
Petroecuador, which for
more than 20 years,
continues to operate
there”

And the truth is…: “There are plenty of
witnesses who can testify for the past
damage. There are many wells that were
never operated by PetroEcuador, where
we are able to verify without difficulty,
the environmental damage caused by
Chevron-Texaco. In fact, in 2008,
Chevron’s international spokesperson,
Kent Robertson, acknowledged Chevron
does not deny “the presence of
contamination and (...) its impact”.
Similarly, Adolfo Callejas, one of
Chevron’s Ecuadorian lawyers, said that
“the damage exists, there is
contaminating material”.

Chevron lies about its so-called release of
responsibility
Chevron says…: “The
authorities of the
Republic of Ecuador
approved the
remediation and
released TexPet of any
past and future environmental responsibility.”

And the truth is…: TexPet
was never “released”. In
1998, the government of
Jamil Mahuad signed a Deed
of Settlement releasing
Texaco from any claims of the
Ecuadorian government but
not from the people. The
settlement agreement considered the relationship between
the State and Texaco as
finalized. It was not a waiver
on behalf of third parties.
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Chevron even lies about arbitration awards
Chevron says…: “The
Permanent Court of
Arbitration in The
Hague releases Chevron
of responsibility for
environmental claims in
Ecuador”

The truth is: With total lack of ethics and
transparency, Chevron says the company
has been released of any environmental
liability in Ecuador, which is absolutely
false. The partial award of the Court of The
Hague in the “Chevron III” case does not
even allude to the issue of environmental
damage! Certain media, however, did work
with this lie.
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THE FOOTPRINT OF
CHEVRON-TEXACO

IN THE WORLD

occupied an oilrig.

The truth is: With total
lack of ethics and
transparency, Chevron
says the company has
been released of any
environmental liability in
Ecuador, which is
absolutely false. The
partial award of the
Court of The Hague in the
“Chevron III” case does
not even allude to the
issue of environmental
damage! Certain media,
however, did work with
this lie.
The Chaco War (19321935) caused about
150,000 victims between
the two sides. Not one
drop of oil was found in
the disputed regio
Eduardo Galeano

Chevron-Texaco compensates
with a pizza every family

affected by environmental

damage they caused in the
united states feb-2014

Chevron-Texaco’s history
dates back to the late
nineteenth century and the
U.S. oil boom, when it was
in the hands of the powerful
oil company Standard Oil of
John D. Rockefeller, the
richest man in modern
history. The environmental
crimes caused by Texaco,
today Chevron, in Ecuador,
were not the first ones, and
today the transnational oil
company continues to
pollute and violate human
rights in different locations
of the world. Next we will
show you some examples.
12

Standard Oil lobbied the
U.S. government while they
were entering the First
World War to take over the
existing oil reserves in the
overseas territories of the
current colonial empires.
Texaco collaborated in the
Spanish Civil War providing
oil to Francisco Franco
despite the U.S. federal ban.
Similarly, the transnational
oil company supported Nazi
Germany. More recently,
Chevron-Texaco participated in the violation of
human rights.

Company directors were
accused of allowing an
assault of Nigerian troops
where two protesters were
killed and many others were
arrested.
In the U.S., in 1970,
Chevron received the
highest possible sentence in
this country for a pollution
case. A jury in New Orleans
found the oil company
guilty of 900 criminal
charges for having failed to
Gayle McLaughlin, Mayor of Richmond, meet the safety standards of
denounces Chevron for the
90 crude oil wells.
contamination in Richmond..
Chevron has an absurd way
of trying to solve
In Colombia, according to
researcher Hernando Calvo environmental disasters it
causes. As an apology for a
Ospina, in the late 80s of
large explosion at a natural
last century, thousands of
paramilitaries were trained gas well in Pennsylvania
(U.S.A) in February 2014,
on the territory of this
transnational company who where one person died and
it took five days to extinwould be used to “clean”
guish the fire, the company
the obstacles of the oil
offered coupons to the
company’s operations.
nearby residents of the
These paramilitaries were
affected area for the air
used as mercenaries to
pollution. The coupons were
protect the installations of
Texaco, carrying out about valid for free pizza and soft
drinks.
40 peasant massacres. In
Nigeria, in 1998, the people In Burma, Chevron was
of the Niger Delta objected harshly criticized for
violation of human rights
to Chevron’s bad
environmental practices and since the mid-90s, caused
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by the Yadana natural gas
and pipeline explosion.
In fact, according to the
organization Earthrights,
Chevron allows the soldiers
who protect its facilities to
perform extrajudicial
executions, to force the
nearby inhabitants to work
on the pipeline and to
violate their private property.
Not to mention how the
benefits of its business with
Chevron support the
dictatorship of Burma’s
military junta. Finally note
that many human rights
organizations criticized the
construction of a pipeline,
involving Chevron, between
Cameroon and Chad, and
that with the received
investments the government
of the latter country was
buying weapons to repress
its people. The transnational
oil corporation responded as
follows on a report provided
by Amnesty International:
“We want to make clear our
support for human rights
which is articulated in the
Chevron Way”. On many
occasions we have been
able to witness that the
Chevron Way regarding
human rights means
violating them.

MAP OF CHEVRON-TEXACO´S
PRESENCE IN THE WORLD
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Conﬂicts in which Chevron is Involved
Source: Own development
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Opposition to Chevron's violation of human
rights and support committees for Ecuador
Chevron's Environmental Crimes
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THE ENTIRE WORLD
SUPPORTS ECUADOR

Support for Ecuador at the World Festival of Youth and Students

Danny Glover muestra su apoyo al Ecuador en Lago Agrio.

The defense campaign of
the Ecuadorian State was
very well received worldwide. Between September
2013 and March 2014, 53
committees to support
Ecuador were created
worldwide and several
committees are in the
process of creation. Its
members come from
different horizons: environmental organizations,
friends networks with Latin
America, Human Rights
organizations, political
parties and movements of
different tendencies,
migrant organizations, trade
unions, etc.

Some examples are: the
Italian astronaut Umberto
Guidoni, the French JeanLuc Mélenchon, Corinne
Lepage and Eva Joly, all
MEPs and former candidates for this country’s
presidency and the philosopher Alain Touraine, the
Spanish singer Luis
Eduardo Aute, the Chileans
Thomás Hirsh, Marco
Enriquez Ominami and
Camila Vallejo, the Dominican Deputy Guadalupe
Valdez, the Cuban singer
Silvio Rodríguez, the
Venezuelans Rodrigo
Cabezas, former President
of the Latin American
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Every day we hear about
new actions: parades in the
Rambla street of Barcelona
or in the streets of Brussels,
a protest in front of
Chevron’s headquarters in
Paris, a cycling event in
Caracas, a visual arts
contest in Santo Domingo, a
benefit concert in Santiago
de Chile, a Forum at the
University of Toronto, there
are plenty of initiatives to
disseminate the case and to
let Chevron know that the
world is not blind.
In many cases, these
committees have the active
participation of local and
international personalities.

Parliament and Ana Elisa
Osorio, former Minister of
environment of Venezuela
and current parliamentary,
Indian activist Vandana
Shiva, the musicians of the
Bolivian group Los Kjarkas,
the German singer Diether
Dehm, the Nobel Peace
Prize winner, the Argentine
Adolfo Pérez Esquivel, the
philosopher and ideologist
of the liberation theology,
the Brazilian Leonardo
Boff, the Salvadoran
parliamentary Lourdes
Palacios, the Mexican
philosopher Fernando Buen
Abad, the former mayor of
London Ken Livingstone,
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the Irish writer Hugh O’
Shaugnessy, the former
President of the Republic of
Portugal Mario Soares.
Several of them traveled to
Ecuador to see the damage
caused by Chevron-Texaco
in the Ecuadorian Amazon
in front of the world’s
cameras. Many of them
wrote columns and gave
interviews on the issue to
disseminate the truth of the
unprecedented contamination left by this company in
their respective countries
and around the world and to
denounce Chevron’s smear
campaign against the
Ecuadorian State.
It should be noted that the
MPs, members of the
Support Committees,
managed to get their respective parliaments to approve
motions to support Ecuador.
We are referring to the
notorious motions of
support of the Chamber of
Deputies of the Dominican
Republic and the Latin
American Parliament, both
UNANIMOUSLY
approved.
For all these expressions of
support and for all of those
to come, we want to say
THANK YOU!

PERSONALITIES FROM

EVERYWHERE IN THE WORLD

EXPRESS THEIR SUPPORT

“I was aware of the data
but I wanted to come and
verify the brutal damage
caused by Chevron to
nature with my own eyes.
Chevron does this on a daily
basis everywhere in the
world”.

Emir
Sader

“This pool of toxic waste and
oil damaged the life of this
community and as long as
these exist, there is no
justice. Resources must be
available to remedy this”.
Danny
Glover

“It’s not an accident, they
did it knowing they were
hurting people. It’s a Crime,
a crime against humanity”.
Jean Luc
Mélenchon

Actor and
Activist

Sociologist and
Anthropologist

“When I was standing there in the
middle of the pool, I thought of
the values that my family instilled
me: Respect and responsibility.
I'm with the Ecuadorian people
for this mess to be cleaned
completely and vegetation to
grow again”.
Mia
Farrow

MEP

“It’s so sad to see what we
are capable of doing in our
environment and to our
people and I will do everything that’s in my power to
support your eﬀorts to
reclaim that piece of
Ecuador”.

Actress

What is happening in
Ecuador, is happening in
Venezuela, we believe in a
large nation”.
Ana Elisa
Osorio

“It’s not only a serious
attack on the Ecuadorian
Amazon but also on the
planetary ecological
balance and not only this,
but it is a brutal attack on
a sovereign country!”.

Alexandra
Cousteau
Granddaughter
of marine biologist
Jacques Cousteau

Luis Eduardo
Aute

Signer
Songwriter

Venezuelan
Deputy

To see the entire
list of personalities who support
Ecuador in its cause, please visit
http://apoya-al-ecuador.com/en
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